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This book is 323 pages long, consisting of 8 chapters, with a bibliography and index. The
first chapters introduce FORTRAN 95 and provide some discussion of scientific software de-
velopment. Chapters 5 through 8 primarily focus on either developing a user interface, or
connecting to other software that provides a user interface. Thus, the primary focus is in
making routines available to others, not on writing them.

The book is well written and is divided into chapter and sections which are coherent. There
are exercises for all chapters, but no indication of difficulty is given. Code examples can be
downloaded from the internet and compiled on the reader’s computer. While the authors did
not test their code using gfortran, I did and the examples for Chapter 2 worked.

The references are very terse and while there is substantial discussion of how to link to a variety
of different programs the emphasis is clearly on development under Microsoft Windows (the
last three chapters are devoted to DLLs and the COM interface).

There is a brief discussion of object-oriented programming but since FORTRAN 95 does not
support it, it seems out of place. The authors do not mention, although they use, the notion
of abstract data types. FORTRAN 95 has modules which provide a form of name space
management (again there are good examples of its use in the text) that is essential to good
software engineering.

Overall the book seems like a good resource for someone that already knows some dialect of
FORTRAN and wants to learn a bit about what is new in FORTRAN 95, another reference
manual will be needed for software development. It will be of most use to those who have
small functions that they want to make available to others by implementing some form of
user interface.
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